_—— CO” = Bp, : d eat 
x — 4 a — —— — 
5 K . . © a =D ay * 
2 —— E OE oi UE COIN I tb an. == — — — * * eter hes _ — * b 
9 — ———̃ — 
+ _ - 4s eas INE Fo” — RY Sat wo — — 24-2 — Go os 6 woes — ̃ ee ik = 4 — : — 3 
3 9 SETS 


— — — <—_C — — 


p 


N 


—— — 


(Price Sixpence.) 


PROPER WAGES, 
A 
DOWN WITH OPPRESSION. 


25 * 
- 
K * 
* 
» 
- 
* 
* 
* 
7 
3 
* 
** 
4 
be, 
e z 
— 
1 ; | 
it { 
- 
- 
PR 
| . 
4 
* 
— OI 
oy > ͤ— e ̃—75uÄX 
* A A * bs : 


| 


No Liberty! No Life! 


PROPER WAGES, 
AND 
DOWN WITH OPPRESSION. 
35 
LETTER 
„ 


BRAVE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND. 


By JOHN ENGLISHMAN. 
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No Libe ty! N o Life! 


MY brave, my noble country- 


men, how I love, how I adore 
you for your reſolution, to die rather 
than part with that glorious Liberty 
which we Engliſhmen have inherited 
from our fathers. What ſignify 
riches, what ſignifies health, or life 
itſelf without Liberty. Let your 
Monſieurs, and your Dons on t 'other 
fide the water bow their necks, and 
ſubmit to tyranny and oppreſlion ; 
» poor 
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* 
poor devils they are uſed to it. 


Engliſhmen know better things, 
Thank God, we have taſted the 


ſweets of Liberty too long ever to 


part with it, but with our lives. 


Here then, my brave fellows, let 


us join our hands and boldly declare, 
in the face of all the world, : that 


we are reſolved, one and all, never, 


never, to be ſlaves to any govern- 


ment whatſoever! 


Such I am perſuaded are the ſenti- 
ments of every true Engliſhman, and 


noble ſentiments they are ; but let 


us not, for all that, ſuffer ourſelves 


to be impoſed on, by a ſet of fooliſh 
people 


1 


people that know nothing of the 


matter; nor yet by a ſet of diſhoneſt 
men who have no true Liberty in 


their hearts; who want nothing 


but to make confuſion, and who 

don't care a farthing if we were 
all hanged. Sorry * am to ay it, 
but true it IS, there are many ſuch 
men among us. I hope, however, 
you have: more ſenſe than to mind 
their pallaver. , 


And now, my fellow countrymen, 


let me talk with you a little about 


our hero in the King' s-Bench. You 


believe him to be the champion of 


Liberty, and therefore you are uneaſy 
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# his endenden Vou think that 


he is ſuffering for your ſakes, and 
therefore you wiſh to have him re- 


teaſed. Your ſentiments on this oc- 


caſion are noble. Your gratitude 
moves you to pity the man who 
ſuffers for you, and you naturally 
think it hard that the man who ſtood 
| forth as the defender of Liberty, 
ſhould himſelf languiſn in confine- 
ment. It may ſeem hard, and hard 
it certainly would be, if Mr. Wilkes 
was confined by the arbitrary power 
of the King or his Miniſters. But 
that is not the caſe. He is confined 
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by the laws of his country, againſt 
which he had offended, and by no 


arbitrary 


91 
arbitrary powerwhatſoever. TheKing 
and his Miniſters therefore have no 
more to do in this affair than you or 
1, and whoever thinks they have, muſt 
be an ignorant fool. Mr. Wilkes 
himſelf knows all this very well, and 
therefore ſubmits chearfully to the 
power of the laws. He knows 
alſo that the laws of our country are 
the foundation and the ſecurity of 
our Liberty, and that he who attempts 
to break the laws is an enemy to 
Liberty, to his country and to him- 
fel. Since then the laws of our 
country are our beſt, our only, ſecu- 
rity againſt oppreſſi on and arbitrary 


power, let us, as we value our pro- 


perty 


[ To J 


perty and our invaluable Liberty, be 


ourſelves the guardians of thoſe laws, 


that we may remain free as we were 


born. 


As to the unhappy affair in St. 


George's-fields, in which ſome people 
loſt their lives, I am ſorry, very ſorry 
that it happened ; and you may be 
well aſſured that there is not a man 
in this kingdom who is more ſenſibly 
affected by the fate of the unhappy 


ſufferers than the King himſelf, But 


ſuch are the dreadful effects of riotous 
aſſemblies. If the officer or ſoldiers 
ſhall be found to have acted illegally, 


you may depend on their being 
brought 


brought to juſtice and puniſhed as 


they deſerve. Let us however remem- 


ber that on ſuch occaſions the ſitua- 
tion of the army is very hard. Is there 
a man among us all that could bear 
to be inſulted and pelted without 
being in a paſſion; and we all Know- 
that men in a paſſion may do things 
that they are afterwards ſorry for. 
3 Let us alſo remember that all tumul- 


tuous aſſemblies, after the riot act is 


read, are illegal, and are liable to 


puniſhment by the juſt laws of this 
country. If then, in oppoſition to 


the laws, we refuſe to diſperſe, we 


muſt take the conſequence. But, I 
repeat it, if the military power hath 
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on this occaſion, exceeded its com- 


miſſion, the offenders will certainly 
ſuffer. What can we deſire more? 
You may be aſſured, however, that 


this affair hath been miſrepreſented ; 
let u us therefore ſuſpend our judgment, 
and let the law take its courſe. 


Many fooliſh things have been 
written in the news papers about 


this unhappy affair, by a ſet of ſcrib- 


lers who know nothing of the matter. 


They make a great rout about a 
certain letter that was written by 8 
ſome great man to an officer, thank- 


ing the ſoldiers for their behaviour 
in St. George s- fields. And. why do 
they 


i” as n 


E 
they make all this rout? Becauſe they 
are fools. Now I will tell you how 
it was. You muſt know it is the 
cuſtom of the army, when ſoldiers 
have done their duty properly, for 
the commanding officer to expreſs 
his approbation i in the written orders 
of the next day. You that were 
preſent i in St. George s-fields very well 
know, that the ſoldiers in general 
behaved on that cccaſion with great 
8 temper and coolneſs; that they did 
not offer to fire, till they were com- 
manded by the Juſtices, and that the 
juſtices gave no orders for that pur- 
poſe till they were in actual danger 
of their lives. It you” believe the 


C army 
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army fond of this ſort of work, you 


are much miſtaken. On the con- 
trary, they always march upon ſuch 
ſervices with great unwillingneſs, and 
therefore it is neceſſary to encourage 
8 them, upon theſe diſagreeable occa- 
ſions, by ſuch orders of thanks as 
thoſe. which have given ſo much of- 
fence to people that are ignorant of 
thoſe military cuſtoms without which 


an army could not exiſt, 


Some ſilly people, over their pots 
of porter, take occaſion from what 
hath happened, to curſe the army 
and wiſh that we had none at all. 
Little do they know what they wiſh 


for | 


[ 15 ] 
for ! Suppoſe there had been no army 
at this time, what would have hap- 
pened? why, we ſhould be under 
the government of a drunken mob, 
as we were the night of Mr. 
Wilkes's clection: . government , 
all others the moſt tyrannical. 


that the army have actually been "ay 


real guardians of our Liberty. 


Every ſenſible, ſober at honeſt 
man will naturally look upon the 
army as their only ſecurity againſt 
the outrages of thoſe who wiſh, for 
the ſake of plunder, to ſee every 
ching in confuſion. For my own 
me though 1 would hazard my 

5 life 


—— T ² TO 
* — LY Bs 


4 


life in defence of my Liberty, yet I : 


would not ſtay an hour in this king- 


dom if there were no army im it. 


Our Liberty, as I have ſaid before, 


is tounded upon our laws; ; but laws 
unexecuted are Of no uſe: now let 
me aſk any man in his ſenſes, whe- 
ther the laws could be executed i in 


this kingdom, if. we had no military 


power? 


Having, 1 hope, ſatisfied every 


body concerning this affair of the 


lokdiers, I now proceed to another 


ful! bject: a ſubject which the news 


paper ſcribblers are conſtantly dinning 


in our cars, without either rhyme or 


reaſon. 
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reaſon. I mean the ſuppoſed influence 
of. my lord Bute in the counſe] of 
the king. One ching we may be 


very ſure of, whether it be ſo or not, 


theſe 1 news-paper ſeribblers can know 
: nothing of the matter. But I do 
aſſure you on the word of an Engliſh- 
| man, that lord Bute hath no more 


to do with ſtate affait rs than any one 


of us. Whatever idle ſtories you 


may have heard to the contrary, you 


may. depend upon it, the preſent 


miniſtry are under no ſecret influ- 

ence, except the influence of their 
own judgment and integrity. This 

I Know to be true, or I would not 

1 aſſert 


[18 ] 
aſſert it to you, my countrymen, on 
any conſideration. If therefore any 

ſcribbler ſhould tell | you, that lord 
Bute is behind the curtain, as they 
call it, you may be very ſure that 
ſuch a ſeribbler knows nothing of the 
matter, or that he intends to deceive 
you, to anſwer ſome purpoſe of his 
on. As to the fooliſh ballads and 
papers that are ſung and cried about 5 
the ſtreets, you have more ſenſe than 
to mind them at all, for any body 
that has learnt to read will ſoon ſe 
that theſe nonſenſical papers are 
written by poor wretches little better 
than thoſe that ſell them. 


IT now 
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I now come to the article of wa- 
ges. Several bodies of people have 
lately taken it into their heads to 

inſiſt upon having their wages raiſed, | 

becauſe, lay they, proviſions are ſo 
dear that they cannot live as they uſed 

to do. The truth of the matter is, 
that we are not content to live as 

we uſed to do, and that is one reaſon 

why proviſions are ſo dear. The 15 
farmer, the butcher, the baker, and ; 

every other perſon chuſes to live 
much better than formerly i in the plain 
times of old, and therefore they muſt 
have a greater profit upon their goods. 
But will raiſing of wages mend the 
matter? No. On the contrary, no- 
thing 
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thing contributes more to raiſe the 
price of proviſions and other neceſ- 
aries than the raiſing of wages. For 
inſtance : : if the farmers, the millers, 
the bakers, the tallow-chandlers, the | 
ſoap- boilers, the ſhoe-makers, ſhould 
be obliged to raiſe the wages of their 
ſervants, is it not very plain that 
bread, cheeſe bacon, candles, ſoap - 
and ſhoes muſt be the dearer for 
it! ? But what concerns the people 
of this city as much as any of the 
above-mentioned trades, is the late 
attempt of the failors and coal- heav- 
ers. Coals are a very conſiderable : 
article in every family, and at the 
cheapeſt they are — dear enough. 
But 
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But if the failors who are employed 
in the coal trade, and the coal- heav- 
ers ſhould advance their wages, is it 
not eaſy to foreſee that coals would 
be dearer than they are? : 


Hence, my fellow countrymen, 


you ſee plainly, that it highly con- 
cerns us all to diſcourage every at- 
tempt of this kind. But the ſtrongeſt 


reaſon againſt raiſing of wages is that 


thoſe that begin 1 it, if they gain their 


point, will in the end be no gainers 
by i it; for by ſetting the example they 

encourage other trades to do the ſame, | 
which i in a little time will raiſe the 
price of every thing they buy, and 


D conſe- 
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conſequently they will neither live | 


better nor have more money at che 


end of the ycar. 5 


Now, if you are the ſenſible, the 


reaſonable people I take you to be, 1 I 


have faid enough to convince you of 


the folly of theſe riotous proceedings 


ö Your late conduct indeed, in this 


reſpect, is the more inexcuſable, be- 


cauſe you might, if you would, be 


the happieſt people in the world. 
No nation under the ſun is bleſſed 
with a conſtitution ſo well calculated 


for the happineſs and freedom of the 


ſubject. We are bleſſed with a King 5 
who conſiders himſelf as the father 


of 
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of his people; and who wiſhes no- 
thing more ardently than to ſee us 
happy, contented, and free. He 
is Himſelf the guardian of our Li- 

- berty, and, I am ſure, would be 

| the firſt to puniſh any one who 
ſhould attempt to enſlave us. Let 


us not, therefore, by our ungrateful 


folly, diſturb his peace, and perplex 
his counſels. A true born Engliſh- 


man can never be ungrateful to a 


good King. Let us remember, that 
he 1s himſelf an Engliſhman, and 


that he conſiders us not only as his 


ſubjects, but his fellow-countrymen. 


His preſent Miniſtry 1 18 compoſed of 


perions of abilities and integrity ; 
* C 
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but Miniſters of ſtate, if they were 


angels, muſt always have enemies; 
ſo that we muſt pay very little regard 
to the ſcribble of thoſe ſcurvy news- 
paper politicians who find fault with 


things they do not underſtand, 


That the poor of this b ee 
ſhould be diſcontented at the preſent 
high price of proviſions j is not at all 


to be wondered at. It is a rea] evil, 


and they have cauſe; to be Bio. 


tented ; but it is an evil not in the 


power of cither King or Parliament 


entirely to remedy. We may, how- 


ever, reſt aſſured, that all that can 
be done, | w ll be done; 5 and more 


we 
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we ought not to expect. God be 
| praiſed, we have all the reaſon in 


the world to hope, that we ſhall be 


bleſſed with the fruits of the earth 


in ſufficient abundance, and then 
| the price of corn and other neceflaries 
muſt fall of courſe, if we do not 
offend our Maker by our unſeaſonable 


murmurings and diſcontent. 


Before 1 take my leave of you, I 


muſt intreat you always to bear in 


mind, that notwithſtanding the dear- 
neſs of proviſions in this country, 


there are no people 1 in the world that 


live half fo well as we Engliſhmen. 


Thoſe that have travelled can tell 


you, 
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you, that in foreign parts, where 


proviſions | are cheaper by half than 
they are here, the working people 
live worſe than our beggars ; and the 
gentlemen no better than our work- 
ing people. Have we not then all 

the reaſon i in the world to bleſs God 
for what we enjoy; * and, by our 

behaviour, to deſerve the continu- 
ance of his goodneſs towards us? I 
muſt likewiſe deſire you never to 
forget that riotous proceedings al- 
ways end in the deſtruction of the 
rioters, and very deſervedly : for 

rioters, whatever they may pretend, 
howſoever they may talk of Liberty, 


and all that; are always bad men, 


bad 
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bad huſbands, bad fathers, and mean 
nothing leſs than to create confuſion, 
and bring deſtruction on thoſe that 
are ſo fooliſh as to liſten to their 
advice. Therefore beware of ſuch 
men, as you regard your wives, your 
children, your lives. — As to Mr. 
Wilkes, I can aſſure you that 
nothing unfair is intended againſt 


him. The government will never 
interfere with the law, by which 
Mr. Wilkes himſelf 1 18 determined to 
abide. 


And, now, my dear countrymen, 


1 bid you farewel, praying moſt ſin- 


cerely, that you may, for the future, 


| behave 
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| behave yourſelves like Engliſhmen 


and rational creatures; that you 
may deſpiſe, as it deſerves, the ad- 


vice of thoſe who wickedly ſeek to 
create diſturbance ; and, laſtly, that . 


you may remain truly ſenſible of the 


ineſtimable bleſſings of a kind Provi- 
dence, a good King, and a happy 
conſtitution. N 


1 am, 


Pour real friend and ſervant, 


JOHN ENGLISHMAN. 
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